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Literature on psychoanalysis, groups and organizations 

 

Introductions/Overviews:  

- De Board, Robert: The Psychoanalysis of Organizations: A Psychoanalytic Approach to Behaviour in 

Groups and Organizations.  

 

- Kernberg, Otto F. (1998): Ideology, conflict, and leadership in groups and organizations. 

 

 

On group dynamics:  

- Bion, Wilfried (1961 [1948-52]): Experiences in Groups and Other Papers. 

 

 Complements:  

- Turquet, P.M. (1974): Leadership: The individual and the group. In: Arthur D. Colman and W. Harold 

Bexton (eds.): Group relations reader. 

- Lawrence, Bain & Gould (1996): The fifth basic assumption. Free Associations, 6A:28-55. 

 

- Turquet (1975): Threats to identity in the large group. In: Lionel Kreeger: The Large Group: Dynamics 

and Therapy. pp 87-144. 

 

- Anzieu, Didier (1984): The group and the unconscious. 

 

- Hinshelwood, R. D. (1987): What happens in groups. Psychoanalysis, the individual and the community. 

 

 

On social systems as defense structures: 

- Jaques, Elliott (1955): Social Systems as a defence against Persecutory and Depressive Anxiety. In: 

Melanie Klein, Paula Heimann, R. E. Money-Kyrle: New Directions in Psycho-analysis: The Significance 

of Infant Conflict in the Pattern of Adult Behaviour. pp 479-498. 

- Menzies Lyth, Isabel (1960): The functioning of a social system as a defence against anxiety. In: E. Trist 
and H. Murray (eds): The Social Engagement of Social Science. A Tavistock Anthology. Vol 1: The Socio-
Psychological Perspective, pp 439–462. 
 

- Menzies Lyth, Isabel (1988): Selected essays. Vol. 1: Containing Anxiety in Institutions.  

 

- Jaques, Elliott (1976): A General Theory of Bureaucracy. 

 

- Alford, C. Fred: Melanie Klein and critical social theory. An account of politics, art, and reason based on 

her.  

 

- Long, Susan (2006): Organizational Defenses Against Anxiety. What Has Happened Since the 1955 

Jaques Paper? International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, 3:279-295. 

 

 

 



Case Studies:  

- Gillies, Val & Helen Lucey (2007): Power, knowledge and the academy the institutional is political.  

 

- Jaques, Elliott (1951): The Changing Culture of a Factory. A Study of Authority and Participation in an 

Industrial Setting.  

 

- Brown, Wilfred & Elliott Jaques (1965): Glacier Project Papers.  

 

- Hoggett, Paul (2010): Government and the Perverse Social Defence. British Journal of Psychotherapy, 

26:202-212.  

 


